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Language whereby the conferees ‘‘ex-

pect the Secretary, to the extent prac-
ticable, to avoid the use of reductions-
in-force or furloughs for both Federal
and non-federal employees or any coun-
ty office closings’’; or,

Prohibitive language which prevents
the expenditure of funds made avail-
able by the Food and Drug Administra-
tion to close or relocate, or to plan to
close or relocate, the Food and Drug
Division of Drug Analysis in St. Louis,
Missouri.

Mr. President, I am not trying to un-
dermine the hard work of the conferees
for they do have a difficult responsibil-
ity. I commend the managers on both
sides of the aisle in working out a care-
ful compromise. Unfortunately, the Ag-
riculture Appropriations conference re-
port is representative of legislative cir-
cumvention and the troubling practice
of pork-barrel spending.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.
Mr. COCHRAN addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Mississippi.
Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I sug-

gest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will call the roll.
The legislative clerk proceeded to

call the roll.
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
S. RES. 264, ESTABLISHING A
DAY OF CONCERN FOR YOUNG
PEOPLE AND GUN VIOLENCE

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Judiciary
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 264 and that
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration, that the resolution and
preamble be agreed to en bloc, and the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table without intervening action.

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ob-
ject.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mrs. MURRAY addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington.
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I real-

ly regret the objection and I rise today
to really plead with my colleagues to
lift the hold on this really simple, bi-
partisan resolution that simply encour-
ages our children to stay away from
gun violence. I thank my friend and
colleague, Senator KEMPTHORNE, who
has been working with me to try to
move this resolution.

In 2 days it will be October 8, the day
this resolution calls upon the President
to establish a Day of National Concern
for Young People and Gun Violence. In
2 days, the Senate will have missed an
opportunity to send a message to our
kids that gun violence is the wrong
way to solve problems.

Fortunately, groups like the Na-
tional Parent-Teacher Association,
Mothers Against Violence in America,
the American Medical Association, and
others are spreading the word without
our help. They are encouraging young
people all over this country to sign a
pledge and promise they—will never
take a gun to school; will never use a
gun to settle a dispute; and will use
their influence to prevent friends from
using guns to settle disputes. That is
what this resolution is about.

Mr. President, this is exactly the
message the United States Senate
should be sending to our children. We
want them to make a personal commit-
ment against violence. We want them
to help convince their friends to do the
same. We want them to join together
to fight against youth violence. Just
like we should be doing.

We must pass this resolution. Let me
read to you a list of the Senators who
have committed themselves to estab-
lishing this day of concern and helping
steer kids away from violence: Sen-
ators KEMPTHORNE, LAUTENBERG, SMITH
of Oregon, KENNEDY, BAUCUS, SPECTER,
ROBB, AKAKA, SARBANES, CHAFEE,
LIEBERMAN, FAIRCLOTH, JEFFORDS,
GORTON, REID of Nevada, D’AMATO,
DASCHLE, ROCKEFELLER, KERREY of Ne-
braska, LUGAR, FEINGOLD, BUMPERS,
ABRAHAM, CRAIG, COLLINS, WELLSTONE,
COCHRAN, GRAMS, GRAHAM of Florida,
DURBIN, BOXER, HUTCHISON, LEVIN,
GLENN, MOSELEY-BRAUN, BIDEN, MOY-
NIHAN, FEINSTEIN, DODD, BINGAMAN,
TORRICELLI, JOHNSON, BREAUX, WAR-
NER, FRIST, INOUYE, LANDRIEU, BURNS,
KOHL, KERRY of Massachusetts, WYDEN,
CONRAD, BUMPERS, MIKULSKI, MCCAIN,
SNOWE, NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL, and
BENNETT. There are 59 Senators who
are cosponsors of this simple resolution
to prevent gun violence amongst our
youths.

We all are convinced the best way to
prevent gun violence is by reaching out
to individual children and helping
them make the right decisions. This
resolution gives parents, teachers, gov-
ernment leaders, service clubs, police
departments, and others a special day
to focus on the problems caused by
young people and gun violence. October
is National Crime Prevention Month—
the perfect time to center our atten-
tion on the special needs of our kids
and gun violence.

A Minnesota homemaker, Mary
Lewis Grow, developed this idea for a
Day of Concern for Young People and
Gun Violence. This will be the third
year the Senate has passed a resolution
urging kids to take the pledge against
gun violence. In 1997, 47,000 students in
Washington State signed the pledge
card, as did more than 200,000 children
in New York City, and tens of thou-
sands more across the country.

Just think of the lives we could have
saved if all students had signed—and
lived up to—such a pledge last year.
Consider that in the months between
today and the day we demonstrated our
concern about youth violence last year,

we have had an outbreak of school vio-
lence. Eleven students and two teach-
ers have been killed and more than 40
students have been wounded in shoot-
ings by children. In addition, we have
lost thousands of children in what has
become the all-too-common violence of
drive-by shootings, drug wars, and
other crime and in self-inflicted and
unintentional shootings.

Last year, Senator KEMPTHORNE and
I led the cosponsorship drive of this
resolution after his 17-year-old neigh-
bor was murdered by a 19-year-old in a
random act of violence in Washington
State. Ann Harris’ parents vowed to
transform their grief into an oppor-
tunity to help teach our young people
to care about each other and to stop
the violence. This month, they are suf-
fering through the trial of her accused
killer. We should support them.

Mr. President, we must, absolutely
must pass this resolution. I urge
whomever has a hold on this resolution
urging young people to say no to gun
violence to drop his or her hold and let
us send a message from the United
States Senate to every young person in
America: Stop gun violence now.

I yield the floor.
f

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate stands in recess, under the previous
order, until 2:15.

Thereupon, at 12:44 p.m., the Senate
recessed until 2:15 p.m.; whereupon, the
Senate reassembled when called to
order by the Presiding Officer (Mr.
HUTCHINSON).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, in his capacity as a Senator
from the State of Arkansas, suggests
the absence of a quorum. The clerk will
call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

AGRICULTURAL, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 1999—CONFERENCE REPORT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the order of busi-
ness is the agriculture conference re-
port.

The Senate continued with consider-
ation of the conference report.

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I know
that there is a vote at 3:15. I wanted
the opportunity to address the con-
ference report prior to that vote.

Let me begin first by complimenting
the distinguished Chair for the manner
in which he has conducted himself in
this debate, as he does with all debate.
We may have deep differences of opin-
ion on this particular issue, but in true
form he has been a statesman and, I
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